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For over three weeks, employees of the state-run mining enterprise (Corporacion Minera BolivianaCOMIBOL) have been on strike to protest government plans for privatization. Negotiations between
government officials and miners' unions collapsed in December. Since then, miners, members
of other trade unions affiliated with the Bolivian Labor Central (Central Obrera Boliviana-COB),
and students have staged demonstrations in La Paz nearly every day. Over 700 union leaders
and members are participating in hunger strikes at several locales throughout the country. (See
Chronicle 01/07/92, 01/14/92 for previous coverage of miners' strike and related events.) The COB
is calling for negotiations with the government on joint mining ventures with domestic and foreign
capital, wage hikes, fuel price increases, privatization of dozens of public companies ranging
from glass manufacturing to dairy product processing and distribution, and "militarization" of
the nation's coca plantations. According to COMIBOL spokespersons, the miners' strike has thus
far caused over US$3 billion in financial losses. On Jan. 16, 500 miners occupied the San Jose
mine facilities, located on the outskirts of Oruro (230 km. southwest of La Paz). Managers and
administrators were forced to vacate the premises. About 1,500 persons demonstrated in the streets
of La Paz on Jan. 17, and COB leaders convened with members of the Catholic Church hierarchy.
The Church is attempting to mediate between the government and trade unions. (Basic data from
Agence France-Presse, 01/16/92; Spanish news service EFE, 01/17/92)
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